40                                          COTTON
There is no doubt that an enormous crop could be pro-
duced in Mexico, partly under irrigation, for which there
is ample water supply that could be developed; but
there is no prospect at all of this being done for some
time to come, owing to the very unsettled state of the
country both economically and politically.
Brazil.
Cotton has been cultivated in Brazil probably from
time immemorial, and was found growing there by the
Portuguese in 1500. It was first introduced into England
in 1781, and was our chief source of supply till 1800. At
one time great quantities were exported; but during
recent years many mills have been erected in the country,
and probably the greater part of the crop is now consumed
there. There is no doubt that the possibilities of the
country for cotton-growing are immense, but all the
necessary conditions seem to be lacking, viz. energy/
capital, and labour. The reported yields per acre are
almost the highest in the world, and probably exceed
even those of Egypt. The cotton area is large, and is
spread over a very large part of the country. The names
of many of the provinces and some towns in the cotton-
growing districts are found in those of the types of cotton
named in the Liverpool list, such as Pernambuco, Para-
hyba, Rio Grande do Norte, Maceio, Mossoro, and Ceara.
In these different provinces the conditions of cotton-
growing vary considerably.
Two different varieties of cotton seem to be chiefly
grown, and these are of radically different type. The
one is a tree cotton, known as Creoulo or Maranhao
cotton, which yields well for several years and bears open
bolls almost all the year round. The lint of this tree
cotton is of very good quality and length, and the plant
is drought-resisting and appears to enjoy a remarkable
immunity from insect pests, in marked contrast to all
other tree cottons throughout the world. The other is
the ordinary, short-stapled, herbaceous cotton, and is